
Fall 2023

The Tolleson QQuarterlyy

September 2023
4th, Monday

•	 Labor Day.  No School.
6th, Wednesday

•	 Governing Board Meeting.
13th, Wednesday

•	 Teacher In-Service.  No School.

October 2023
4th, Wednesday

•	 Governing Board Meeting.
9th-13th, Monday-Friday

•	 Fall Break.  No School.

November 2023
1st, Wednesday

•	 Governing Board Meeting.
10th, Friday

•	 Veteran’s Day.  No School.
20th-24th, Monday-Friday

•	 Thanksgiving Break.  No School.

December 2023
13th, Wednesday

•	 Governing Board Meeting.
22nd, Friday

•	 Early Release.
25th-January 5th, Monday-Friday

•	 Winter Break.  No School.

January 2024
15th, Monday

•	 Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  No School.

For more detailed and up-to-date information, visit 
TollesonSchools.com.  Meeting dates, times and  
locations are subject to change.

Important Dates

REWARDING JOB OPPORTUNITIES
 
At Tolleson ESD we have rewarding job opportunities for you to work with our treasures right in your 
neighborhood.  Please consider joining our team as we need SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS, BUS DRIVERS, 
PARAPROFESSIONALS, CROSSING GUARDS and more.  Our rate for substitute teachers is among 
the highest you will find in the valley (as high as $175.00/per day).  Our bus drivers are full-time 
employees receiving benefits.  For all the details, call us today or check us out online at https://
tolleson.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx. 

Dear Tolleson ESD Families & Community;

Thank you to our entire education community for a great start to our school year. We 
have a full year of teaching and learning ahead and are incredibly focused on our core 
belief:  All Children are Capable of Success – NO EXCEPTIONS!

We need your support to make our core belief a reality.  The first is regarding STUDENT 
ATTENDANCE.  Every day of learning is critical to a child’s success at school. Days of 
school missed are like losing sleep. It is difficult to recoup the lost time. Children miss 

out on socializing, building relationships and active learning when they are not in school. It is important to 
build excellent school attendance from the very beginning in preschool and kindergarten. Studies indicate 
starting young with great attendance leads to maintaining it and academic success.

The second is attending your child’s Academic Parent Teacher Team Meeting (APTT). Our APTT’s are held at the 
beginning of the school year and again at the beginning of the calendar year. When this newsletter reaches 
you, you will most likely have already attended the APTT in August. However, if for any reason you missed out, 
please contact your child’s teacher so you can meet to discuss your child’s goals for the year.

Throughout this newsletter you will also see many celebrations of our team members, information about our 
Welcome Center and factual information regarding our request to sell bonds which is on the ballot for the 
November 7, 2023 election. Our last bond election was in 2018.

Please take time out to read our newsletter and share it with 
neighbors, family and friends. We welcome all to our education 
community!

Sincerely,

Dr. Lupita Hightower 
Treasure Hunter & Superintendent 
Tolleson Elementary School District

A Message from Your Superintendent

Dr. Lupita Hightower 
Superintendent
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The Governing Board of Tolleson Elementary School District Requests to Sell Bonds 
November 7, 2023 Election - Factual Information Provided Here

Tolleson Elementary School District requests to sell bonds to improve, enhance and maintain the campuses, facilities and transportation for our 
students and staff. The request to sell $30 million in bonds will be on the ballot for the November 7, 2023 election.  The last request to sell bonds 
was 2018.

What are bonds? 
Bonds are loans made to the school district and used to purchase capital items and make capital improvements to existing facilities, such as  
building or renovating a school or purchasing school buses.

How will the money be used? 
• Renovations and improvements to existing school facilities (including kitchens, cafeterias, classrooms and exterior weatherproofing). 
• Improving school grounds (including playgrounds, playfields and drainage). 
• Replacement of pupil transportation and fleet vehicles. 
• Improving the safety, security, and equipment in school buildings such as:

	 o Replacement of aging or non-serviceable air-conditioning and heating units 
	 o Upgrading of fire alarm and security systems 
	 o Security window treatment and protective glass (bullet proof) 
	 o Roof replacements 
	 o Replacement of worn flooring 
	 o Replacement of furniture and equipment 
	 o Upgrade classroom technology equipment

How will the sale of bonds impact taxpayers? 
The sale is not expected to increase the bond tax rate. Although the estimated average annual tax rate for the new bond program is $0.57 per 
$100 of taxable assessed property value, the district has managed paying off its current bond debt such that the projections indicate the new 
bonds will also be able to be paid off within the current bond tax rate. For the owner of a home valued at $100,000 for tax purposes (which is 
the approximate value of the average home in the District), the estimated average annual tax impact of the bond is $57 per year and $4.75 per 
month.

Will these improvements benefit homeowners in the district? 
Yes, not only will our students and staff benefit greatly from these enhancements and safety measures, research indicates home values are 
positively impacted by high quality school facilities.

How can our community be assured the school district will spend the bond dollars as listed above? 
Tolleson Elementary School District is a responsible steward of taxpayer dollars. Arizona state law requires districts to clearly identify how the 
bond proceeds will be spent in the election voter pamphlet and report spending at public hearings and comply or be in violation of Arizona state 
law.

When will this request to sell bonds be on the ballot? 
November 7, 2023 election								        www.TollesonSchools.com/Elections
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